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With La Finestra coming to Moraga, owner still dreams of the Hacienda

By Nick Marnell
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Jeff Assadi

fter losing La Finestra Ris-
torante in a devastating fire,
and having to walk away at the last
minute from a deal for a replace-
ment restaurant, Jeff Assadi could
understandably feel a bit anxious
over the challenges of reopening
his business.
But Assadi comes across as
anything but anxious. The restau-
rant owner remains positive and
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upbeat about the planned October
opening of his Sicilian-influenced
Italian restaurant in the Moraga
Shopping Center.

“I am glad an opportunity pre-
sented itself and I am really happy
to be part of the Moraga commu-
nity,” Assadi said.

La Finestra was completely
destroyed in the 2017 Lafayette
Circle fire. Crushed by such a dev-

astating loss, Assadi vowed to re-
open his restaurant, if for no other
reason than to take care of his loyal,
longtime employees and custom-
ers. “We wanted to stay in Lafay-
ette, but we could not find a place
in Lafayette,” Assadi said.

An unexpected opportunity
came to Assadi in mid-2018: a
chance to lease space at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores, the historic
structure and landmark in the town
of Moraga. But again Assadi en-
countered difficulties. The work
required to open a restaurant in the
building was cost-prohibitive, and
he had to pass on the potential deal.

Assadi recently signed a five-
year lease for the shuttered Terzetto
Restaurant location across from the
Moraga Safeway. “No restrictions or
build-out needed. No major plumb-
ing or electrical work. Just new
equipment needed for the kitchen,”
Assadi said of his new venue.

The reborn La Finestra will
have 3,100 square feet of space,
providing room for 50 customers
in the main dining area plus a pri-
vate banquet room that seats 30.

The lounge area will feature Bob
Athayde of Stanley Middle School
on the grand piano and Tony Lavi-
no will again run the dining room.
... continued on page A12

Reporter
Wanted

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a

Moraga Town Reporter:

Required Qualifications:

Excellent writing and communication skills.

Ethical and professional. Live or work in or near
the Lamorinda area and have the ability to write
balanced, researched, well-structured articles. Prior
journalism experience desired, but not required.

Moraga finance director departs

Barely lasting three months on
the job, Joe Tanner, Moraga
administrative services director, re-
signed on Aug. 3.

“It is unfortunate that Joe is no
longer with the Town. Moraga is
a unique community and not the
right fit for everyone. We are cur-
rently recruiting to fill the Adminis-

trative Services Director position,”
Town Manager Cynthia Battenberg
said. “In the meantime, our accoun-
tant, Yuliya Elbo (who has been
with the town for nine years) and
I (who served as Deputy Finance
Director for the city of San Lean-
dro and managed a $130 million a
year budget) are working together

to ensure that the town’s financial
matters are properly handled.”

If the new hire comes on board
in 2018, that person will be the
third administrative services direc-
tor in less than a year for the town,
which recently rescinded its decla-
ration of fiscal emergency.

—N. Marnell

Compensation:
Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample
to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call
(925) 377-0977
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